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How to use this reflective toolkit

• This toolkit has been created to guide thinking for EYs practitioners to 
design and review the curriculum in place for the children they work 
with.

• It offers prompts for team discussion and encourages a reflective, 
confident approach to planning in a simple framework.

• It links to the Ofsted EIF for EYs settings.

Guidance for EYs settings Jan 2023:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-eif-inspections-and-the-eyfs/childminders

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ofsted-eif-inspections-and-the-eyfs/childminders


This reflective toolkit includes:

• What do we mean by curriculum?

• How to talk about your unique curriculum 

• How curriculum links to the 3 I’s: 

Intention- What do I want my children to learn

Implementation- How will I make this happen?

Impact- How do I know it’s working?

• Understanding a Sequenced Curriculum





What do Ofsted say about Curriculum?

• Your curriculum should be unique to your setting. Watch your children, 
studying how they lead their own play. Talk to parents and carers to find 
out their interests.

• Your curriculum should be coherently planned and sequenced. It builds on 
what children know and can do, towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge 
and skills for their future learning.

• Practitioners and leaders should create an environment that supports the 
intent of an ambitious and coherently planned and sequenced curriculum.

• Practitioners and leaders must use assessment well to check what children 
know and can do to inform teaching. This includes planning suitably 
challenging activities and responding to specific needs.

• The provider’s curriculum intent and implementation should be embedded 
securely and consistently across the provision 
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Example of curriculum documentation from Hartcliffe Nursery School, Jan 2023
There is one for each of the 7 areas of learning and the Characteristics of Effective Learning





How do I know my curriculum is working?

Some reflective questions to support thinking:
• How and when do we reflect on our curriculum as a team? What do we need to think 

about?

• What are we noticing about children's learning? What is going well? What do they need 
next? 

• What are my children and families telling me?
• What does our ongoing assessment tell us?
• Are children making progress in their learning and development?

• What might we need to change, develop further?
• How might we support, extend and deepen play, interactions and learning in partnership 

with children?

• Have we noticed the things that are important for our quality improvement journey? What 
training or professional development might further support?

• How does our approach to curriculum, support transitions for children in their learning 
journey? 



What does it look like on paper?

Your curriculum will be unique to your setting, context, children, 
families and community

This toolkit does not, therefore include an example proforma for an EYs 
curriculum. However, in Bristol we are busy gathering a range of 
different examples of what an EYs curriculum could look like and will be 
collecting these case studies on the curriculum page of the Bristol Early 
Years Website soon to support further thinking.



Intent

ImpactImplementation

Example of how to document your curriculum, Bristol Childminder 2023



Example of how to document your curriculum, Bristol Childminder 2023
Example of Curriculum Documentation, 
Bristol Childminder 2023



Next steps…

1. Download the toolkit here: 
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/curricu
lum/

2. Reflect on what you offer 
your children to  support 
their learning and 
development 

3. Link with your Lead 
Teacher

https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/curriculum/
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/curriculum/


Any questions?

ali.carrington@bristol-schools.uk

Get in touch:

https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/get-help-to-improve-your-practice/curriculum-planning

mailto:ali.carrington@bristol-schools.uk
https://help-for-early-years-providers.education.gov.uk/get-help-to-improve-your-practice/curriculum-planning

