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1. FREE MULTILIGUAL TOOLKIT 

 
 Bristol Early Language Project is excited to announce 
the launch of the Supporting Multilingual Families at 
Home Toolkit.  Created by the Early Years Alliance, 
this toolkit is an incredible resource which will enable 
us to support practice and engage more effectively with 
multilingual children and their families. 
  

 
Thanks to BEL (Bristol Early Language) funding there is a FREE digital toolkit licence for every Bristol 
early years setting, school and childminder. 
 
Access your free toolkit by clicking this link: 
Register for your Early Years Alliance multilingual toolkit for children and families 
  
It is important that schools know how to make the most of the toolkit, so please also sign up to the 
free training run by Early Years Alliance see the leaflet attached with more information to book on or 
use these links. 8th October 1-2pm    or    16th October 6-7pm 

  
Early Years Alliance are also running free half day training sessions, with a choice of dates in 
December, at Engineers House. Book via the Bristol Early Years Calendar here: 
Bristol Early Language Programme (BEL) – Bristol Early Years 
  
We can’t wait for settings to start using this fantastic resource – if you have any questions, please 
email BEL Lead Becky Newman: Rebecca.newman@bristol-schools.uk or CLL Lead, Anna 
Morgan: anna.morgan@bristol.gov.uk 
 

 

2. FREE POTTY TRAINING CPD FOR PRACTITONERS  

 
Free Potty Training e-learning  
Practitioners who support children with potty 
training at all Bristol early years settings can now 
benefit from a new eLearning course designed by the 
experts at ERIC, The Children’s Bowel and Bladder 
Charity. Funded by Bristol Early Years this incredible 
training is free to Bristol early years providers.  
 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.office.com/e/eQ3hePNkTY__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!-NsBP1jjdPBmcZlssqKCnu0842zH3KfpB_CVCoEbmko7e0etQfJjxft83HG-oIY_qkTBe6DXFbMcK5B0Yo7ziRdTW63gtIb8QaoFZV8UOQ$
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUtfuGrpzgoH92oELg8M9Hx7GJDEeICmEyt#/registration
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcuce-sqD0rGNflfztmwKNzYQeZ0Vozn_Nb#/registration
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcalendar.bristolearlyyears.org.uk%2Fbristol-early-language-programme-bel%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca2db1c0625b1457f060408dcde0835b6%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C638629374153683886%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1umtvhrlcAKdclePrjU0T1VJyMJkhgI8Xr0oue4qg9E%3D&reserved=0
mailto:Rebecca.newman@bristol-schools.uk
mailto:anna.morgan@bristol.gov.uk
https://eric.org.uk/training-for-early-years-practitioners/


Let’s Go Potty is an eLearning course that has been developed by ERIC in 
collaboration with Bristol City Council in response to a need identified by 
early years practitioners. Practitioners from a range of early years settings 
co-designed and piloted the resource, which follows the 3-step approach to 
potty training, adopted by ERIC.    
 

It’s delivered via informative and educational videos from specialist continence nurses, bite-sized, 
easy-to-digest information and quizzes.   At the end, participants receive a certificate recognising their 
achievement in completing the training.    
 
Schools with nursery staff supporting potty training can access this training FREE using a unique 
code. Please contact your lead teacher to get your code. 
 

3. PRIMARY SCHOOL PLACE APPLICATIONS OPEN 

 
It is that time of year again when the new school admissions round opens up for 
next September’s admissions.  
 
Early Years Providers with children born between 1st September 2020 and 31st 
August 2021 should please ensure that all their parents are aware that they must 
make an application for Reception in September 2025 by midnight on 15th January 
2025.  

 
A pdf flyer is attached to the Bulletin email which we 
would ask you to bring to parents/carers attention. 
 
You may wish to contact parents/carers via Facebook, 
Twitter, and Group Text, as well making information 
available on the school’s website and by issuing paper or 
on-line newsletters.   
 
Please make it clear to parents/carers when carrying out 
pre-school home visits or meetings that parents/carers 
must apply separately for a Reception school place by the 
closing date of 15th January 2025. 
 
School Admissions information is available on-line for 
parents/carers to view and download.   
 
The preferred method of application is on-line and we 
would ask you to encourage parents to apply on-line 
where possible.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://eric.org.uk/training-for-early-years-practitioners/
https://eric.org.uk/training-for-early-years-practitioners/
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/schools-learning-early-years/school-admissions


4. UKHSA WINTER ADVICE FOR EARLY YEARS 

 
Flu Immunisation 
Staff working in the early years sector can help raise 
awareness of the flu vaccination programme for children 
amongst parents.  
 
Immunising children against flu provides information about 
the programme and how children can get vaccinated. You 
may want to display resources like this poster or give copies 
of this leaflet to parents, 
 
Managing Infectious Diseases 
You may already know, but the infamous  ‘spotty book’ has 
now been replaced by national guidance Managing specific 
infectious diseases: A to Z - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) – this very 
useful A-Z list provides advice on how settings can manage 
specific infectious diseases by themselves - and also helps 
you know when you need to contact the SW Health 
Protection Team (SWHPT). Most infections you see in your 

settings can be safely and effective managed by the setting themselves so we highly recommend that 
you refer to this guidance before contacting the SWHPT. 
 
As we move towards winter, the SW Health Protection Team has partnered with SW Councils to 
provide additional regional health protection resources – these are focused on Infection prevention 
and control, vaccines and a range of topics including Group A Strep, norovirus/D&V and respiratory 
infections. You can find these resources here UKHSA Infection Protection and Winter Readiness and 
Control Toolkit for Early Years and Education Settings - South West Councils (swcouncils.gov.uk) 
 
Measles. UKHSA are concerned about a possible back to school measles surge and have issued an 
urgent call to parents to ensure their children catch up on missed vaccinations before they head to 
the classroom – more information about this can be found here   
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-warns-of-back-to-school-measles-surge 
 
The SW Health Protection Team will continue to run free Health Protection webinars aimed at 
providing early years and education colleagues with information about how to prevent and manage 
seasonal cases and outbreaks. The next webinar will take place on Thursday 3 October 4-5pm. You 
can book your place here  
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/health-protection-in-early-years-and-educational-settings-tickets-
1005062718647?aff=oddtdtcreator 
 

Health protection in children and young people settings, including 
education, guidance has been updated in relation to both transmission and 
exclusions:  
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-
and-other-childcare-facilities 
  
 
 
 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/edua-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/195f6ae4d5cbdd8/195f6ae4d5c9c3b__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6bwsioyXAP-Yr8DwC4DOSYHYkQS7F4MQvILZzzH4psBeLCbPJV3j7kiqK1ZIyxx7hjn5frGoXvFnCCGaq9vwSu8OB7_4labHJmAnSqU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/edua-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/195f6ae4d5cbdd8/195f6ae4d5c9c3d__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6bwsioyXAP-Yr8DwC4DOSYHYkQS7F4MQvILZzzH4psBeLCbPJV3j7kiqK1ZIyxx7hjn5frGoXvFnCCGaq9vwSu8OB7_4labHhl4r1Yc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/edua-zcmp.maillist-manage.eu/click/195f6ae4d5cbdd8/195f6ae4d5c9c3f__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6bwsioyXAP-Yr8DwC4DOSYHYkQS7F4MQvILZzzH4psBeLCbPJV3j7kiqK1ZIyxx7hjn5frGoXvFnCCGaq9vwSu8OB7_4labHvCIarLc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!4Ht4Ysm7VlnN_ixwArhor-5n5pPsixopLqJBZUbWbxHkN51uN3I49GxeJPRQm3PrR_LYle6noTz6KayGUnSpNlwDuCBScw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities/managing-specific-infectious-diseases-a-to-z__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!4Ht4Ysm7VlnN_ixwArhor-5n5pPsixopLqJBZUbWbxHkN51uN3I49GxeJPRQm3PrR_LYle6noTz6KayGUnSpNlwDuCBScw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/swcouncils.gov.uk/ukhsa-infection-protection-and-winter-readiness-early-years-and-education-settings/__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!4Ht4Ysm7VlnN_ixwArhor-5n5pPsixopLqJBZUbWbxHkN51uN3I49GxeJPRQm3PrR_LYle6noTz6KayGUnSpNlzmJeLY2A$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/swcouncils.gov.uk/ukhsa-infection-protection-and-winter-readiness-early-years-and-education-settings/__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!4Ht4Ysm7VlnN_ixwArhor-5n5pPsixopLqJBZUbWbxHkN51uN3I49GxeJPRQm3PrR_LYle6noTz6KayGUnSpNlzmJeLY2A$
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/ukhsa-warns-of-back-to-school-measles-surge
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/health-protection-in-early-years-and-educational-settings-tickets-1005062718647?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/health-protection-in-early-years-and-educational-settings-tickets-1005062718647?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-protection-in-schools-and-other-childcare-facilities


5. HEALTH & SAFETY UPDATES 
 

The Office for Product Safety and Standards (OPSS) has issued a Safety 
Alert to warn of the risks that water beads pose to children and 
vulnerable adults. 
 

The Safety Alert advises that water beads should be kept away from 
children under five, and only used with older children or vulnerable adults under close supervision. 

 

Water beads can expand up to 400 times when exposed to liquid. They are marketed for various 
purposes, including for use as toys and in crafting. 
 

When swallowed, they expand and can block the gastrointestinal passage, potentially requiring 
surgery. They can also cause choking and have harmed children in the UK, with reports linking them 
to deaths overseas.  
 

If it is suspected that a water bead has been swallowed, medical help should be sought immediately. 

The Safety Alert can be found https://www.gov.uk/product-safety-alerts-reports-recalls/product-
safety-alert-water-beads-psa7. 
 

 
The Food standards Agency has recently updated its guidance on using and 
handling flour and flour products safely. 
Handling flour and flour products safely | Food Standards Agency 
 

 

Schools are encouraged to update policies and risk assessments for using uncooked flour or flour 
products not intended to be eaten e.g. dough for crafts and play, with the new advice. 
 

6. BREAKFAST CLUBS 

 
Breakfast club announcement: On Monday 23 September, the Chancellor announced that up to 750 
state funded schools with primary aged pupils will begin delivering free breakfast clubs from April 
2025. Funding will allow these schools to run free breakfast clubs for their pupils in the summer term 
(April-July 2025) as part of a test and learn phase to inform delivery of a national rollout. 
  
Schools that are interested to find out more about becoming an early adopter can sign up here to be 
notified as further information is available. Please do share this link via your networks.  
  
We are committed to working with schools, childcare providers, local authorities and sector experts 
as part of the early adopters programme, particularly in terms of the interactions with the current 
wraparound programme. The wraparound programme is already successfully increasing the 
availability of before school childcare. Local authorities should continue to provide wraparound 
funding to schools in this financial year, as planned, and as per grant conditions. The breakfast clubs 
programme will build on this programme, and take it further by supporting families with the cost of 
living and reducing the impact of poverty, by providing children with a free breakfast every 
morning.  We will share further information about the breakfast club programme and 
future engagement opportunities when available.  
 If you have any questions in the meantime, please email our stakeholder mailbox 
at breakfastclubs.earlyadopters@education.gov.uk.  

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=www.gov.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL3Byb2R1Y3Qtc2FmZXR5LWFsZXJ0cy1yZXBvcnRzLXJlY2FsbHMvcHJvZHVjdC1zYWZldHktYWxlcnQtd2F0ZXItYmVhZHMtcHNhNw==&i=NjQ4YWM0NDJlNWY2YmI1ZDFmOWMxMDhh&t=WWplek8xQTg5R3pvWHlyeXl2OGpDb2lDVW41RGIvd2FGMFBhR013YmE2ST0=&h=4a985b53faa54dd8ab7b8a3041740ece&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa6d54lwB2KOmKIPrC_gQJEaTd0WmuRhF0twmOheOH1w37HjudYnJmJhlujZJRn2Fc__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!9J8f0nQTRxKorJYNVNAtdyld6LUN2tFRkh4SmKoQpdYf8EY60jhEBZp4dh9dnoSXQGn8Sg8TjDzLE0Lqmil0yVsAn2c6CNf_z8dJxiY$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us-east-2.protection.sophos.com?d=www.gov.uk&u=aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZ292LnVrL3Byb2R1Y3Qtc2FmZXR5LWFsZXJ0cy1yZXBvcnRzLXJlY2FsbHMvcHJvZHVjdC1zYWZldHktYWxlcnQtd2F0ZXItYmVhZHMtcHNhNw==&i=NjQ4YWM0NDJlNWY2YmI1ZDFmOWMxMDhh&t=WWplek8xQTg5R3pvWHlyeXl2OGpDb2lDVW41RGIvd2FGMFBhR013YmE2ST0=&h=4a985b53faa54dd8ab7b8a3041740ece&s=AVNPUEhUT0NFTkNSWVBUSVa6d54lwB2KOmKIPrC_gQJEaTd0WmuRhF0twmOheOH1w37HjudYnJmJhlujZJRn2Fc__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!9J8f0nQTRxKorJYNVNAtdyld6LUN2tFRkh4SmKoQpdYf8EY60jhEBZp4dh9dnoSXQGn8Sg8TjDzLE0Lqmil0yVsAn2c6CNf_z8dJxiY$
https://www.food.gov.uk/safety-hygiene/handling-flour-and-flour-products-safely
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-unveils-package-to-deliver-on-promises-of-new-government__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6ul8bWGiTA6T-lJXmebKHQGcz_Z5B4b2LXFGE-1SQkQWKX0tECF4LUg08RptGggtNBbVIkLrQb_NjFT_623wYZx4_UIAW7-0e1IMSjqpWagPfw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-unveils-package-to-deliver-on-promises-of-new-government__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6ul8bWGiTA6T-lJXmebKHQGcz_Z5B4b2LXFGE-1SQkQWKX0tECF4LUg08RptGggtNBbVIkLrQb_NjFT_623wYZx4_UIAW7-0e1IMSjqpWagPfw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/government/news/chancellor-unveils-package-to-deliver-on-promises-of-new-government__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6ul8bWGiTA6T-lJXmebKHQGcz_Z5B4b2LXFGE-1SQkQWKX0tECF4LUg08RptGggtNBbVIkLrQb_NjFT_623wYZx4_UIAW7-0e1IMSjqpWagPfw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.gov.uk/guidance/breakfast-clubs-early-adopters-scheme__;!!KUxdu5-bBfnh!6ul8bWGiTA6T-lJXmebKHQGcz_Z5B4b2LXFGE-1SQkQWKX0tECF4LUg08RptGggtNBbVIkLrQb_NjFT_623wYZx4_UIAW7-0e1IMSjqopYodZw$
mailto:breakfastclubs.earlyadopters@education.gov.uk


7.  
 

Early Years Book Club aims to bring practitioners 
together over a shared love of GREAT children’s 
books.   
 
Follow @bristol_ey on Instagram to get great tips 
and videos or check EY Book Club on the Website 

 
Each month EY Book Club showcases 

• 5 books we love  

• A monthly non-fiction focus called ‘what why wonder’ 

• A monthly poem called ‘Knowing a Poem’ 

• Curated resources and booklists 
  

 

8. FREE DOWNLOADABLE STAFF MEETING PRESENTATIONS 

 
The Free downloadable staff meetings from Bristol Early 

Years Network Training are now live! 
 

 
These staff meeting presentations are all FREE for Bristol Early Years Providers – settings will need 

the password from their lead teacher to be able to download the session required.  Your lead teacher 
can also come to your setting to deliver a staff meeting by request. So, do get in contact and take a 

look. Watch the introductory Video here 
 

 
 
 

9. FAMILY HUBS 

 
Bristol Family Hubs support every family in the city with children up to 
19 years old, or up to 25 years old with special educational needs and 
disabilities. 
Family Hubs bring together all the things a family might need in one 
place, to make it easier and simpler to access support. 

 
The hubs can help parents and carers with information about health, education and childcare, 
wellbeing and mental health, play groups, peer support, relationships – and more! 
  
More information can be found at www.bristol.gov.uk/bristolfamilyhubs 
  

https://www.instagram.com/bristol_ey/
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/early-years-book-club/
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/early-years-book-club/
https://www.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/staff-meeting-powerpoints/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bristol.gov.uk%2Fbristolfamilyhubs&data=05%7C02%7C%7C775f1283bf414c91a55208dcaa3c4657%7C6378a7a50f214482aee0897eb7de331f%7C0%7C0%7C638572423067660915%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7PabLWkJJ7nRMTQ5lfkFGP02ZXy6uwMUFlwF9YdKoqo%3D&reserved=0


10. PEEP TRAINING FOR SETTINGS 

 
Bristol Family Hubs are excited to announce 
further training for the Peep Learning Together 
Programme for settings and schools.  

Monday 21st and Tuesday 22nd October at Engineers House, 9.30am – 4.30pm  

Peep training equips practitioners to : 
• deliver universal or targeted sessions with parents and children together - in one-to-one, 

group or drop-in sessions. 
• engage and support parents to enhance their child's early learning and development and 

explore practical ideas, strategies and resources, using the Peep Learning Programme . 
• contribute to a smooth transition to nursery or school if appropriate, helping families to feel 

ready for school. 
 
See the flyer attached to the Bulletin email for more information. Click here to 
book a place: 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peep-learning-together-programme-tickets-951534052967 
 

11. BRISTOL NETWORKS CPD  

 
Creativity in the Early Years with Pete Morehouse  - 5th or 19th 
October 
The day will look at children’s creative development and the 
characteristics of effective teaching and learning through 
working with Clay, Paper, Block play, Loose parts, and 
Photography. Please note, although he booking page states the 
event is for childminders, this event is now open to all 
practitioners in nurseries and schools as well as childminders.  
 
5th October at Knowle West Nursery School Book here   19th October at Oldbury Court Book here  

 
 

 
Stronger Practice Hub News 

 

 

Live Panel Webinar  

 
Join Suzanne Zeedyk and  panel of early years experts for a live and 
dynamic conversation and Q&A about Eight to Relate: a newly 
launched Bristol audit tool to support you and your EYs team to 
develop the very best provision in which children’s emotional 
wellbeing and personal and social development can thrive. October 
14th 7.00pm – 8.00pm online. Live Panel Webinar: Eight to Relate - 
Bristol Early Years Teaching Hub (beyth.co.uk) 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.peeple.org.uk/ltp
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/peep-learning-together-programme-tickets-951534052967
https://beyth.co.uk/course/creativity-in-the-early-years-with-pete-moorhouse-5-oct/
https://beyth.co.uk/course/creativity-in-the-early-years-with-pete-moorhouse-19-oct/
https://beyth.co.uk/sph/
https://beyth.co.uk/course/live-panel-webinar-eight-to-relate/
https://beyth.co.uk/course/live-panel-webinar-eight-to-relate/


 
 

Maths Matters More Than Ever!  
Free Mini-Conference with Guest Speaker Dr Sue Gifford And Maths 
Workshops In-person: October 15, 5:00 pm - 8:00 pm Engineers House  
Reflect on and practice developing high-quality, maths-rich, playful 
pedagogy and reducing and addressing high levels of maths anxiety. 
https://beyth.co.uk/course/maths-matters-more-than-ever-mini-
conference/ 

 

Early Literacy  

Literacy for Under 5s for Early Years Settings and Childminders with Dr Karen Boardman  
Online: October 10, 7:00 pm - 9:00 pm. Join Dr Karen Boardman to consider our provision for 
early literacy and to reflect together on phonics, digital literacies, early reading, and storytelling 
in early years education. 

 

Curriculum Study Day 

Exploring An Early Years Curriculum: Open Study Day At St Pauls Nursery 

St. Pauls Nursery School and Children’s Centre, 28th October, 9.30am – 3pm 
 

 

12. BRISTOL STANDARD UPDATES 

 
Passwords Update: Please note that the passwords to all the Bristol Standard 

Frameworks have changed. Please contact your mentor if you do not have 
them or email lizleesonbs@outlook.com  
 
PW3 Bitesize is now available to all settings. This is for settings who would like 
to do a minimum of two dimensions a year or would like to focus on more 

research-based targets. If you would like to find out more about how to change to 
a PW3 then please email          lizleesonbs@outlook.com 
 
If you want to know more about the Bristol Standard, and how it can support reflection and research 
within your setting to fully benefit the children then join the team on 15th October to learn more 
about how it links to other initiatives and about the different Pathways available to ensure you find 
the best fit for your setting.  Bristol Early Years – Calendar 
 

13. USEFUL CONTACTS  

All settings can contact their link EY Lead Teacher for further support and advice. If you are unsure of 
who your lead teacher is, please contact your area consultant. 
 
North Bristol – Anna.morgan@bristol.gov.uk 
East & Central – Ali.carrington@bristol.gov.uk 
South - Kate.irvine@bristol.gov.uk 
Free Entitlement Development Officer deborah.brown@bristol.gov.uk  
Bristol Standard – Bristol.standard@bristol.gov.uk 
Birth to Threes – beth.osborne@bristol.gov.uk  
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https://beyth.co.uk/course/exploring-an-early-years-curriculum-open-study-day-at-st-pauls-nursery/
mailto:lizleesonbs@outlook.com
https://calendar.bristolearlyyears.org.uk/
mailto:Anna.morgan@bristol.gov.uk
mailto:Ali.carrington@bristol.gov.uk
mailto:Kate.irvine@bristol.gov.uk
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mailto:beth.osborne@bristol.gov.uk

